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Health  Centre, 

Rowlands  Hill, 

Y/imborne  Minster, 
Dorset. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1967. 

The  notable  event  of  the  year  in  the  health  and  housing  sphere  was  the 
opening  of  Glynville  Court  flatlets,  a  very  significant  contribution  towards  the 
welfare  of  elderly  people  and  a  good  example  of  the  merging  of  the  aesthetically 
pleasing  with  the  functionally  efficient.  Twenty  two  single  and  three  double 
flatlets  made  a  very  useful  impact  on  the  housing  waiting  list  and  resulted  in 
an  equivalent  number  of  elderly  folk  moving  from  unsatisfactory  premises  to 
delightfully  warm,  modern  and  bright  premises  which  gave  them  a  magnificent 
boost  as  well  as  physical  case  in  their  declining  years. 

The  first  tenant  I  saw  in  her  new  habitat  made  simple  comment  worthy 
of  repetition:-  "I  feel  like  a  Queen-  ,  it’s  too  good  for  me”.  It  wasn’t  too 
good  for  her,  but  it  was  very  nice,  not  least  the  magnificent  view  to  the  north 
of  Colehill. 

It  was  anticipated  that  there  would  be  teething  troubles  when  so  many 
elderly  or  incapacitated  people  suddenly  came  together  under  one  roof,  but  they 
were  smoothly  overcome  in  time,  not  least  due  to  the  kindly  and  tolerant  work 
of  the  warden,  quite  new  to  the  job,  and  the  equally  sympathetic  approach  of  the 
housing  manager. 

If  error  was  made  it  was  to  give  one  or  two  tenants  the  benefit  of  the 
doubt  as  to  their  fitness,  and  experience  proved  that  these  were  too  dependent 
and  were  better  accommodated  elsewhere,  not  only  for  their  own  sakes  but  for 
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that  of  others  too.  These  transitions  were  amicably  effected  and  Glynville 
Court  has  now  settled  down  and  taken  its  place  as  a  most  valuable  contribution 
to  the  housing  needs  of  the  elderly  in  the  rural  district. 

"The  sixth  age  shifts 
Into  the  lean  and  slipper’d  pantaloon; 

With  spectacles  on  nose  and  pouch  on  side; 

His  youthful  hose  well  saved,  a  world  too  wide 
For  his  shrunk  shank;  and  his  big  manly  voice, 

Turning  again  toward  childish  treble,  pipes 
And  whistles  in  his  sound.  Last  scene  of  all, 

That  ends  this  strange  eventful  history, 

Is  second  childishness,  and  mere  oblivion; 

Sans  teeth,  sans  eyes,  sans  taste,  sans  everything." 

Shakespeare  evidently  recognised  age  as  synonymous  with  senility. 

We  tend  to  think  of  it  as  starting  at  the  normal  retiring  age  for  men  of 
65  years.  Shakespeare  was  right  of  course. 

At  least  we  ought  not  to  refer  to  anyone  below  80  years  as  aged,  but  the  fact 
is  that  society  forces  most  people  to  retire  at  65  years  or  earlier,  and  if  not 
aged,  they  become  enforcedly  unproductive,  and  so  65  has  become  a  convenient 
administrative  dividing  line  between  the  young  and  the  old. 

In  an  area  which  attracts  retired  people  problems  posed  by  imbalance 
of  the  age  structure  of  the  population  are  likely  to  be  worse  than  in  districts 
not  so  favoured.  It  becomes  doubly  important  therefore  to  study  the  national 
statistics  in  order  to  plan  for  the  future. 

It  is  a  current  misconception  that  the  problem  of  the  disproportionate 
numbers  of  the  elderly  has  come  about  by  the  prolongation  of  life  brought  about 
by  advances  in  medical  science.  In  fact,  this  has  had  only  a  moderate  influence 
the  death  rate  in  persons  over  sixty  five  having  fallen  only  22Jo  during  the  last 
sixty  years.  The  most  significant  reasons  are  firstly,  the  rising  birth  rates 
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of  the  late  nineteenth  and  early  twentieth  centuries,  reaching  a  peak  in  the  first 
decade  of  the  twentieth  century,  the  ” bulge”  thereby  produced  having  now  become  an 
over  sixty  five  bulge,  admittedly  less  decimated  than  of  yore  by  reason  of  the 
falling  death  rates  in  the  intervening  younger  ages.  This  has  resulted  in  a  large 
rise  in  absolute  numbers  of  the  over  sixty  fives. 

Secondly,  the  proportion  of  over  sixty  fives  has  been  further  significantly 
increased  by  the  marked  fall  in  the  birth  rate  subsequent  to  the  first  decade  of  this 
century,  a  fall  which  continued  until  after  the  Second  World  War. 

From  l8ij.l,  when  records  began,  to  1901  the  population  of  England  and  Wales 
rose  from  about  sixteen  millions  to  about  thirty  two  millions  with  a  fairly  stable 
age  structure,  the  proportion  of  over  sixty  fives  remaining  throughout  this  period 
at  about  five  per  cent.  It  is  now  twelve  per  cent. 

For  those  who  declare  that  the  young  no  longer  are  willing  to  care  for 
their  elders  it  is  therefore  appropriate  to  say  that  there  are  currently  two  and 
a  half  times  as  many  over  sixty  fives  as  there  were  in  the  nineteenth  century,  so  we 
are  doing  far  better  than  our  forebears,  or  than  people  in  the  under-developed  parte 
of  the  world  who  are  said  to  have  a  culture  which  includes  the  care  and  support  of  the 
aged  within  the  family,  but  who  in  fact  have  many  less  aged  to  care  for.  The  total 
annual  expenditure  on  social  benefits  for  the  over  sixty  fives  is  estimated  by  the 
Office  of  Health  Economics  to  probably  exceed  £1,650  millions  already. 

There  are  about  six  million  persons  over  sixty  five  years  of  age  in 
England  and  Wales,  the  figure  having  risen  from  about  one  and  a  half  millions  since 
the  turn  of  the  century.  The  dice  are  loaded  against  the  males  from  conception 
onwards,  especially  in  the  young  adult  range,  so  that  by  the  age  of  seventy  five 
years  there  are  twice  as  many  women  as  men. 

One 
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One  fifth  of  men,  one  half  of  women,  and  four  out  of  every  ten  persons 
over  sixty  five  are  widowed.  About  a  quarter  of  over  sixty  fives  are  alone,  without 
spouse  or  children.  There  are  three  quarters  of  a  million  men  and  one  and  a  half 
million  women  of  over  seventy  five  years,  and  the  proportion  of  over  seventy  fives 
will  increase  by  3S0  over  the  1961  figure  of  almost  two  million  by  I98I.  There 
are  nearly  350,000  people  over  85  years  of  age,  seven  times  as  many  as  had  attained 
this  age  at  the  beginning  of  the  century.  Ninety  four  percent  of  over  sixty  fives 
live  in  private  households. 

These  numbers  will  inevitably  increase  for  about  another  decade  and  will 
then  slowly  decline,  reflecting  the  fall  in  the  birth  rate  after  1910.  The  rise  in 
the  birth  rate  after  the  Second  World  War  will  in  turn  be  reflected  in  the  absolute 
numbers  of  the  over  sixty  fives  from  about  2010  to  2050,  the  proportion  depending 
upon  the  birth  rate  between  now  and  then,  if  this  falls,  as  is  likely,  then  the 
proportion  of  over  sixty  fives  in  the  first  half  of  the  twenty  first  century  is  likely 
to  be  very  high  again  . 

So  it  is  imperative  to  develop  new  attitudes,  for  which  the  time  is  ripe, 
the  problem  does  not  represent  a  passing  phase,  and  the  nation  will  have  a 
sufficiently  large  productive  age  group  to  carry  the  non-productive  age  groups, 
especially  in  view  of  the  trend  for  married  women  to  work  and  in  view  of  the  rapid 
rise  in  the  number  of  the  younger  productive  age  groups  as  the1  swollen  birth  rate 
of  the  1950's  and  1960‘s  takes  effect. 

Most  local  authorities  have  to  date  provided  for  rather  narrowly  defined 
cases  of  need  ranging  from  those  unable  to  cope  independently  and  requiring  full 
"hotel"  provision  in  old  persons'  homes,  through  those  requiring  some  unobtrusive 
supervision  in  small  dwellings  or  flatlets  with  special  provisions,  to  small 
independent  dwellings  without  special  features,  but  all  orientated  towards  persons 
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of  very  small  means  and  having  claims  upon  their  local  authority  of  the 
traditional  council  house  tenant  type. 

This  is  rapidly  becoming  much  too  restricted  a  policy  to  cope  with  the 
size  of  the  problem.  Not  only  is  it  very  desirable  to  provide  a  wider  area  of 
choice  of  residence  and  amenity,  but  it  is  becoming  increasingly  urgent  to 
extend  services  to  any  elderly  person,  regardless  of  financial  status;  many  need 
help.  One  envisages  local  authorities  acting  as  an  agency  to  provide  help, 
advice  and  encouragement  in  the  sphere  of  housing  for  elderly  people,  and 
building  suitable  premises  for  old  people  of  varying  means,  many  such  premises 
having  no  element  of  sub  sidy ,  the  tenants  being  entirely  self  supporting 
financially.  It  is  illogical  to  allow  to  persist  by  default  a  system  in  which 
elderly  people  continue  indefinitely  to  occupy  a  house  which  has  become  burden¬ 
some,  though  once  suited  to  their  needs;  now  too  large  or  inconvenient,  with  a 
garden  involving  too  much  work  and  conditions  slowly  deteriorating,  when  that 
house  would  comfortably  hold,  and  be  maintained  by,  a  family  of  five  or  six  and 
the  elderly  people  would  be  healthier  and  happier  in  much  smaller  premises 
specifically  built  and  maintained  for  their  needs,  especially  if  it  is  largely 
the  apathy  of  age  and  the  inability  to  face  the  complications  of  moving  which 
are  the  main  inhibiting  factors  to  such  a  move.  Such  suitable  premises  will 
not  be  built  in  anything  like  the  required  numbers  unless  local  authorities 
tackle  the  job . 

One  area  of  housing  which  tends  tc|have  been  provided  so  far  only  by 
voluntary  organisations  is  that  of  the  single  bed  sitting  room,  furnished  by  the 
tenant,  numbering  some  half  dozen  in  a  self-contained  house,  with  a  housekeeper 
to  cope  with  the  general  running  of  the  home  and  to  provide  one  good  cooked 
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meal  daily.  For  all  the  great  value  of  the  Meals  on  Wheels  service,  can  it 
really  be  argued  indefinitely  that  if  old  people  need  meals  to  be  provided,  that 
the  ultimate  answer  is  to  cook  it  elsewhere,  often  for  a  very  different  age 
group,  and  then  let  it  suffer  the  inevitable  deterioration  during  transportation, 
and  deliver  it  twice  a  week  but  never  at  weekends?. 

The  elderly  figure  rather  prominently  in  that  very  small  category  of 
persons  in  this  country  who  are  undernourished.  There  are  numerous  reasons, 
for  example,  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  cooking  a  square  meal  for  one,  or 
even  two,  the  planning,  shopping  and  labour  involved,  and  the  deterioration  in 
sense  of  taste  and  smell  which  impairs  the  palate  and  therefore  the  stimulus  to 
making  the  effort.  A  good  cooked  meal  daily  would  render  nutritional  deficiency 
most  unlikely  and  would  help  to  raise  some  elderly  people's  lives  from  the  level 
of  subsistence  to  which  they  all  too  often  sink. 

There  are  many  elderly  persons,  the  majority  women,  who  lead  a  lonely 
existence  on  a  small  income,  perhaps  gravitating  from  a  hotel  in  winter  to  a 
cheap  guest  house  in  summer,  who  are  unwelcome  when  ill,  and  who  are  constantly 
worried  about  their  future  as  prices  rise  and  guest  houses  become  more  and  more 
impossible  to  find,  who  are  past  caring  fully  for  themselves  and  would  welcome 
a  bed  sitting  room  for  their  own  most  treasured  belongings,  with  one  square 
meal  a  day  and  no  administrative  worries  beyond  paying  a  weekly  rent.  This 
class  of  person  is  growing  and  will  grow  more  as  pensions  schemes  mature  and 
proliferate.  The  elderly  man  on  his  own  is  particularly  well  suited  to  the 
form  of  housing  provision  in  which  one  good  meal  is  provided  in  view  of  the 
notorious  reluctance  of  the  male  to  shop  and  cook.  The  necessity  to  provide 
for  themselves  at  other  meal  times  proserves  initiative  and  avoids  the  sapping 
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of  individuality  which  goes  with  the  full  hotel  or  guest  house  existence  even 
if  this  can  be  afforded. 


District  Councils  who  provide  welfare  housing,  including  warden 
provision  undoubtedly  prolong  the  period  of  independence  enjoyed  by  many 
elderly  persons  and  are  constantly  faced  with  the  difficulties  inherent  in  this 
situation,  that  is,  how  to  humanely  effect  the  transfer  of  an  old  person  who  has 
become  too  frail,  physically  or  mentally,  to  sustain  an  independent  existence. 
Lengthy  delay  in  achieving  transfer  leads  to  an  excessive  and  unjustified  burden 
being  thrown  upon  the  warden  who  can  temporarily  be  called  upon  to  become  a 
chronic  sick  or  mental  nurse.  The  very  success  of  the  welfare  housing  and 
warden  service  leads  to  old  folk  being  taken  beyond  the  stage  of  suitability 
for  a  county  council  home  and  fully  into  the  category  of  chronic  sick  or 
mental  hospital  case.  If  the  latter  services  cannot  rapidly  relieve  the 
housing  authority  of  such  an  inappropriate  burden  then  staff  troubles  and 
unpleasantness  for  other  tenants  -inevitably  occurs  and  valuable  staff  is 
likely  to  be  lost.  Such  experiences  have  unfortunately  occurred  and  underline 
the  urgent  necessity  for  more  hospital  beds  for  such  cases.  The  hospitals 
sometimes  maintain  that  many  cases  needing  straightforward  nursing  only  do  not 
need  the  full  facilities  provided  by  a  hospital,  and  it  has  been  suggested  that 
here  is  an  opportunity  for  a  welcome  liaison  between  local  authorities  and 
HegionaL Hospital  Board  in  the  joint  provision  of  an  institution  half  way  between 
chronic  sick  hospital  and  old  persons'  home.  This  is  a  serious  and  mounting 
problem  and  demonstrates  one  facet  of  the  need  for  more  liaison  between  the  three 
branches  of  the  Health  Service. 


No 
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No  discourse  on  housing  for  the  elderly  would  be  complete  without 
mentioning  its  relevance  to  such  problems  as  accidents  in  the  home,  (eighteen 
fatal  cases  per  day  in  Britain),  loneliness,  hypothermia,  emotional  disturbances 
especially  associated  with  physical  defects,  osteo-arthritis,  impaired  balance, 
muscular  weakness,  diminution  in  acuity  of  special  senses  of  sight,  hearing  and 
smell,  chronic  bronchitis  and  nutritional  anaemias,  but  these  are  matters  of 
detail  inappropriate  to  my  theme  which  is  one  of  broad  outlines  and  I  hope,  food 
for  thought. 

One  cannot  conclude  a  preface  to  an  annual  report  for  19&7  without  high¬ 
lighting  the  rapid  strides  achieved  during  1967  in  the  important  and  controversial 
issue  of  re-housing  the  didecois  in  the  notorious  Elmhurst  Road  area  and 

•  r;-t  '  rfv.v 

Newmans  Lane.  This  social  experiment  started  in  1965,  continued  in  19^6,  and 
was  very  substantially  furthered  during  1967  as  the  new  Elmhurst  Road  estate  was 
built. 

Thirty  families  have  now  been  re-housed,  some  confirmed  nomads,  some 
from  very  squalid  permanent  hutments  and  even  tents.  This  impressive  number 
now  accounts  for  almost  all  these  families  and  it  is  particularly  gratifying  to 
be  able  to  report  a  high  degree  of  success  in  this  sizeable  local  fraction  of  a 
national  problem.  The  exercise  has  proved  that  grouping  on  an  intermediate 
caravan  site  with  basic  amenities  is  not  essential  for  most  of  these  deprived 
families.  There  may  be  disappointments  since  obviously  the  most  unlikely 
families  have  tended  to  be  the  last  to  be  re-housed  and  another  year1 s 
experience  will  be  informative. 

The  children  from  these  families  have  noticeably  improved  in  appearance 

and  cleanliness  and  the  headmaster  of  the  primary  school  mainly  involved  comments 

favourably 
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favourably  upon  this  development.  One  of  the  prime  purposes  in  settling  these 
families,  especially  of  course  the  nomands,  was  to  ensure  regular  schooling  for 
the  children  and  this  has  been  achieved.  Most  of  the  children  were  very  back¬ 
ward  and  in  need  of  special  schooling,  some  have  had  this,  and  others  no  doubt 
will  when  their  parents  are  suffiently  accustomed  to  the  children  regularly 
attending  school  to  be  able  to  accept  advice  on  its  desirability.  Children  can 
be  ruthless  to  each  other  in  an  unwitting  way  and  are  much  more  likely  to  be 
accepted  in  a  school  community  if  they  live  in  a  house  like  other  children,  other¬ 
wise  they  remain  a  race  apart,  picked  out  by  their  bizarre  way  of  life,  with  its 
inevitable  uncleanliness,  for  harsh  and  cruel  comment,  so  that  by  the  time  they 
leave  school  they  are  already  confirmed  social  outcasts.  It  is  very  gratifying 
indeed  to  know  that  so  many  children  in  the  Elmhurst  Hoad  area  and  Newmans  Lane 
have  been  rescued  from  this  fate. 


There  follows  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  the 
customary  details  and  statistics. 


June  1968 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


12. 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres . . . . . •.*.80,863 

Population  -  mid  year  -  as  estimated  by  Registrar  G-eneral . 34,080 

Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  -  1.4.67 . Private  10,926) 

Council  1,107 ) 

Rateable  value  as  at  1st  April,  1967 . £1,231,995 

Estimated  product  of  Id  rate  (1967/8) .  £5,128 


As  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 


Males 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Females 

Legitimate 

Jlleri- 

timate 

Live  Births  26l 

234 

27 

249 

234 

15 

Still  Births  7 

7 

- 

3 

2 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  1  Year  3 

2 

1 

5 

5 

- 

Under  4  weeks  2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

- 

Under  1  week  1 

- 

1 

2 

2 

- 

DEATHS 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

registered  396 

209 

187 

Comparative 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


Wimbome  and 
Cranborne  R.D.C. 

England 

&  Wales 

Administrative 

County 

Standardised  Birth  rate  . 

.  16.5 

17.2 

17.1 

Standardised  Death  rate  . 

11.2 

10.2 

COMPARABILITY  FACTORS 

Births . 1.10 

Deaths . 0.87 


VACCINATION 

AND  IMMUNISATION  STATISTICS 

Poliomyelitis 

Oral 

Salk 

Diphtheria 

Tetanus 

W hooping 

Cough 

Smallpox 

Basic 

Coursel 

R. 

P.  R 

P. 

R. 

P.  R. 

P.  R. 

P.  R. 

450 

539 

1  - 

448 

720 

463  745 

430  326 

323  55 

P  =  Primary  Course 
R  =  Reinforcing  dose 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 


SECTION  A 


The  Ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Dorset  County  Council.  Control  is  centralised 
in  Dorchester  and  the  Service  operates  from  local  centres  in  Wimbome  and  Fern  down,. 
A  new  ambulance  station  attached  to  the  new  Health  Centre  came  into  use  during  the 
summer. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABOR/ TORY 

This  is  situated  at  Boscombe  and  provides  an  excellent  free  service  for  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  human  specimens,  food,  milk  and  water. 


MATERNITY 
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SECTION  A  ( continued) 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 


The  County  Council  provided  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  in  Y/imbome,  Ferndown, 
Colehill,  Handley,  Verwood,  Y/est  Moors  and  Corfe  Mullen.  Ante-natal  classes 
and  speech  therapy  are  conducted  in  the  new  clinic  at  Rowlands  Hill. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


A  local  organiser  for  the  Rural  District  and  Vimbome  Urban  District  attends 
to  the  detailed  administration  of  this  valuable  service  which  has  steadily 
grown  since  its  inception.  She  is  based  at  the  Ferndown  Health  Clinic  and 
may  be  telephoned  from  9  a.m.  to  10  a.m.  from  Monday  to  Friday. 


SECTION  B 

PREVALENCE  01'  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Measles . 513 

Y/hooping  Cough  21 

Scarlet  Fever .  3 

Food  poisoning. .. .  1 

Tuberculosis .  7 


TUBERCULOSIS 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  cases  in  the  Tuberculosis  Register  was  as 


follows:  - 

PUDIONARY 

NON -PUDIONARY 

Males . 

..61 

Males . . 

Females . 

..54 

Females . . . . 

..  5 

SECTION 


r\ 
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SECTION  C 


STATISTICAL  TABLES . 1966 

CAUSES  ON  DEATH  MALE 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory .  1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .  7 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus .  24 


12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 


14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm .  29 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia . 3 

16.  Diabetes . . . 

17*  "Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system .  28 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina .  54 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disoase . . . . . 

20.  Other  heart  disease . . .  10 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease . 7 

23.  Pneumonia . .  6 

24.  Bronchitis . 11 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system .  2 


26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum . 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 


28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis .  2 

29.  Hyperplasis  of  prostate . . .  3 

31.  Congenital  malformations  . . 1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases . 15 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents . 1 

34.  All  other  accidents .  5 

TOTAL  209 


PEMALE 


3 

3 

4 
4 

27 

1 

2 

35 

44 

2 

14 

9 

11 

1 

2 

2 

1 


18 


3 


1 

187 


REPORT 


REPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


SUMMARY  OP  VISITS  AND  INSPECT  ICNS 

Water  Supply . 

Drainage . . . . 

Stables  and  Piggeries . 

Caravans  and  Moveable  Structures . . . . . . 

Factories  etc. . . 

Refuse  Collection . 

Refuse  Disposal  . . . . . 

Rodent  Control . 

Schools . - . . . 

Miscellaneous . 

Knackers  Yards . . . 

Plies . 

Inspection  of  Houses  under  Public  Health  / cts  . 

Inspection  of  Houses  under  Housing  Acts  . 

Inquiries  into  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  . 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses.... . . . . . 

Butchers'  Shops . . . . 

Dairies  . 

Canteens . . . 

Pried  Pish  Shops . . . 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  . . . . . . 

Pood  preparing  premises . . . . . 

Grocers . . . 

Greengrocers  . 

Confectioners  . . 

Restaurants  . 

Wholesalers . . . 

Clubs . 

Licensed  Premises . . . 

Bakehouses  . 


187 

473 

84 

197 

120 

923 

241 

2,918 

21 

26 

93 

10 

29 

537 

1 

316 

79 

18 

3 

3 

18 

76 

96 

26 

9 

20 

7 

n 

.L 

5 

15 


Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  were  authorised  in  respect  of 
defective  drainage  at  a  poultry  farm  and  also  a  cottage  in  a  state  prejudicial  to 
health,  at  Verwood.  In  neither  case  was  further  action  called  for  as  the  drainage 
was  quickly  put  in  order,  and  the  owners  of  the  house  concerned  gave  instructions 
for  its  reconstruction.  / 

STAFF 
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STAFF 

We  have  been  fortunate  in  19&7  in  that  no  changes  of  Staff  have 
occurred  and  there  have  been  no  disruptions  of  the  work  of  the  Department,  such 
as  usually  follow  such  changes. 

Mr.  Wickens  was  successful  in  passing  the  Intermediate  stage  examina¬ 
tion  of  his  studies  for  the  Public  Health  Inspectora*  Diploma.  At  this  stage, 
notification  was  received  from  Bristol  Technical  College  that  the  four-year 
course  had  been  shortened  to  three  years.  This  necessitates  students  spending 
much  more  of  their  time  at  College  on  theoretical  instruction,  and  leaves 
comparatively  little  time  in  which  the  student  is  able  to  do  practical  work 
with  the  Local  Authority. 

Fortunately,  during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  advantage  had  been 
taken  of  the  reciprocal  agreement  with  our  neighbouring  Authorities,  and  an 
exchange  of  students  had  been  arranged  with  obvious  benefit  to  each. 

Mr.  Heal,  the  recently  qualified  Meat  Inspector  has  commenced  a  two- 
year  course  in  Mathematics  at  Bournemouth  Municipal  College  with  the  intention 
of  subsequently  studying  for  qualification  as  a  Public  Health  Inspector. 


HOUSING 


This  year  has  produced  very  little  by  way  of  problems  in  relation  to 
housing.  The  passage  of  time  results  in  properties  which  were  reported  to  the 
Council  some  years  ago,  becoming  vacant,  and  in  the  majority  of  such  cases  it  is 
abundantly  clear  that  to  bring  them  up  to  present  day  standards  would  be  quite 
impossible  at  ^  reasonable  expense. 

A  re-survey  of  the  Parish  of  Alderholt  brought  to  light  some  larger 
dwellings  in  poor  condition,  and  a  report  on  these  was  made  to  the  Council. 

At  the  same  time,  this  small  pilot  survey  confirmed  the  general  position  as  we 
believe  it  to  exist  in  the  district,  that  there  is  no  overcrowding  by  the 
standards  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1957. 

The  District  Inspectors  have  endeavoured  in  appropriate  cases  to 
persuade  tenants  to  agree  to  the  use  of  the  powers  available  under  the  Housing 
Act  of  1964  to  secure  modernisation,  but  without  success. 

All  applications  for  financial  grants  towards  modernisation,  have 
been  on  a  voluntary  basis,  and  the  majority  are  either  owner-occupied  or  form 
part  of  one  orother  of  the  large  family  estates  in  the  Rural  District. 

Last  year*  s  report  referred  to  several  unfinished  housing  contracts 
at  the  end  of  the  year  and  these  were  completed  in  1967.  The  number  of  units 
made  available,  thereby,  showed  a  much  better  performance  than  the  previous  year 
and  enabled  a  number  of  families  to  be  re-housed. 


An 
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An  important  aspect  of  this,  is  the  progress  that  the  Council  has 
been  able  to  make  in  re-housing  the  families  living  in  shacks  in  West  Moors. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  ten  such  families  had  been  provided  with  accommodation 
and  the  removal  of  a  further  four  families  was  envisaged  in  the  early  part  of 
1968. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  several  families  of  itinerants 
established  themselves  in  disused  sandpits  at  Verwood.  After  a  few  weeks  in 
residence,  complaints  began  to  arrive  from  nearby  residents  and  eventually  the 
families  moved  from  the  site.  They  made  camp  again  on  common  land  about  6  miles 
away,  with  the  same  result,  and  in  desperation,  a  temporary  site  was  offered  them 
adjacent  to  the  housing  sites  at  West  Moors. 

This  influx  resulted  in  heated  protests  from  adjacent  residents  and 
local  organisations,  and  it  must  be  said  that  the  families  in  question  have  done 
little  to  try  to  make  themselves  acceptable  to  the  community  into  which  they  had 
entered.  Continuous  supervision  has  been  required  to  keep  the  accumulations 
of  scrap  and  refuse  at  a  tolerable  level,  and  very  often  the  condition  of  the 
communal  toilets  made  one  despair.  In  spite  of  all  that  has  been  written  on 
this  type  of  exercise,  it  must  be  emphasised  that  to  succeed,  it  needs  co-opera¬ 
tion  from  both  sides  and  cannot  succeed  if  all  the  effort  comes  only  from  the 
Local  Authority  and  its  Officers. 

The  Council  has  pursued  its  endeavours  to  the  extent  of  putting  two 
of  these  itinerant  families  into  houses  and  another  similar  move  is  proposed 
shortly.  The  division  of  groups  such  as  this  may  perhaps  be  the  spur  to  give 
them  the  incentive  to  try  to  stand  on  their  own  feet.  Each  family  has 
expressed  a  desire  to  be  housed  and  to  settle  in  an  area. 

The  number  of  these  families  provided  with  accommodation,  taken  in 
the  context  of  a  maximum  of  twenty-five  existing  units,  indicates  clearly  the 
effort  that  this  Council  has  made  towards  improving  the  lot  of  the  gypsy  in 
this  area.  If  measured  by  the  building  programme  that  we  are  allowed  to 
undertake,  then  it  is  obvious  that  this  problem  has  received  maximum  priority 
in  the  allocation  of  housing.  It  came  as  rather  a  shock  to  discover  that  the 
County  Authority  proposed  a  massive  immigration  of  up  to  another  forty-five  vans 
from  neighbouring  Authorities,  as  their  solution  to  the  situation  in  Dorset. 

Only  one  other,  analler,  site  was  proposed,  with  a  'Life*  of  fifteen  years. 
Bearing  in  mind  the  estimate  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government, 
that  the  gypsy  population  will  very  nearly  have  doubled  by  1981,  it  seemed  that 
someone' s  figures  were  wrong  or  that  the  intention  was  to  dump  the  prohlem  in 
the  (capable)  hands  of  this  Authority. 

HOUSING  ACT  1957  -  6A 

1.  The  number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered  to  be  not  in 

all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation .  52 

2.  The  number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers .  22 

3. 
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HOUSING  ACTS  1957  -  64  (continued) 

3.  The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with 
a  view  to  (a)  the  serving  of  notices  requiring  the  execution  of 
works,  or  (b)  the  making  of  demolition  or  closing  orders . .  1 6 

4*  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution  of  works .  18 

3.  The  number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 

formal  notices . . . . .  9 

6.  The  number  of  demolition  orders  made  . 6 

7.  The  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was 

accepted  under  subsections  (3)  and  (4)  of  Section  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1957  . . * . .  7 

8.  The  number  of  houses  demolished .  7 

The  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations  1959.  Section  15  (4) 

1.  The  number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  (at  31. 12. 67)  . Nil 

2.  The  number  of  families  therein . . . Nil 

3.  The  number  of  persons  involved . Nil 

4.  The  number  of  new  cases  reported  (in  1967) . Nil 

5.  The  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year . Nil 

6.  The  number  of  persons  involved . Nil 

7.  The  number  of  return  cases  of  overcrowding  . Nil 

Discretionary  Grants 

Five  applications  for  discretionary  grants  were  received  involving 
six  units  of  accommodation.  The  total  expenditure  was  £1,779  averaging  £296 
per  house,  as  compared  with  £329  per  house  in  1965  and  £301  in  1966. 

Standard  Grants 

The  following  table  gives  details,  together  with  those  for  previous 

years: 


Year 
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No. 

Owner 

Wash-hand 

Hot  Water 

Food 

Year 

Approved  Occupied  Tenanted 

Baths 

Basins 

Supply 

V7.C, ’ s 

Storage 

1962 

30 

19 

11 

29 

30 

30 

29 

19 

1963 

38 

22 

16 

31 

33 

34 

34 

31 

1964 

42 

23 

19  . 

35 

37 

40 

41 

7>2 

1965 

40 

18 

22 

35 

38 

40 

35 

35 

1966 

32 

18 

14 

28 

30 

31 

28 

24 

1967 

28 

16 

12 

27 

28 

28 

27 

25 

Total  of  grants  approved  (1967)  -  £6,17 6 


Action  taken  under  Housing  A cts  since  1955 


Houses 

Houses 

Houses 

Dj scretionary 

Standard 

Year 

Demolished 

Closed 

Repaired 

Grants 

G  rants 

1955 

2 

9 

70 

1956 

9 

13 

49  • 

111 

— 

1957  • 

.  12 

— 

40 

73 

- 

1958 

12 

1  *  '  ‘ 

117 

67 

- 

1959 

2 

— 

28 

50 

29 

I960 

10 

1 

15 

61 

ro 

1961 

26 

3 

40 

37 

64 

1962 

■  17 

— 

103 

57 

35 

1963 

35 

— 

65 

20 

'  33 

19&, 

.  ...  18 

1 

76 

36 

42 

19S5 

18 

1 

80 

18 

40 

1966 

•  •-  13 

— 

36 

12 

32 

1967 

“7 

l 

- 

31 

6 

28 

.■•it- 

m 

22 

689 

6lC 

>  158 

Caravan 

Sites 

Moveable  Dwellings 

The  general  desire  for  larger  vans  with  internal  services  and  amenities 
has  been  clearly  evident  and  site  owners  are  having  to  provide  the  necessary 
connections  for  vans  of  this  type,  as  they  are  purchased. 

On  some  sites  the  toilet  blocks,  showers,  W.C.’s  etc.,  provided  in  the 
early  19c0* s  at  not  inconsiderable  expense,  are  now  largely  redundant,  and  only 
provide  for  the  occasional  user. 

On  the  other  hand  the  use  of  laundry  facilities  on  some. sites  is 
considerably  more  than  on  others,  as  yet,  no  clear  pattern  of  demand  has  emerged. 

Only  minor  works  of  improvement  have  been  undertaken  on  the  site  referred 
to  in  last  year's  report.  The  new  owners  have,  however,  submitted  details  of 
proposed  road  and  drainage  works  and  stated  that  a  contract  to  undertake  these 
improvements  will  be  commenced  early  in  1968,. 

The 
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The  Plans  Committee  requested  that  action  be  taken  against  the  Owner 
of  an  anauthorised  site  in  Femdown,  under  Section  1  of  the  Act  of  i960. 
Proceedings  were  put  in  motion  but  the  local  Magistrates  Court  deferred  giving  a 
decision  pending  the  result  of  the  owner*  s  appeal  against  refusal  of  planning 
permission,  following  the  withdrawal  of  Planning  enforcement  notices  that  had  been 
served. 


A  similar  case  in  the  same  Parish  where  "deemed  permission"  had  been 
acquired,  was  given  planning  permission  and  consequently  became  entitled  to 
require  that  the  necessary  licence  be  issued.  No  effort  has  been  made  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  licence  and  in  the  meantime  the  site  is  being 
advertised  for  sale. 

The  Council  decided  to  prosecute  the  owner  of  a  site  used  for  stationing 
a  caravan,  in  spite  of  several  warnings  and  requests  to  vacate. 

At  Y/imborne  Magistrates  Court  the  owner  was  fined  £10. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishment  Act.  19&3 

Four  premises  were  registered  during  the  year. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

.  The  District  Inspectors  have  continued  their  periodic  visits  to  all  food 

premises  throughout  the  district  and  there  have  only  been  a  very  few  cases  where 
verbal  and  informal  action  has  been  necessary. 

A  continuous  programme  of  sampling  has  been  followed  throughout  the  year, 
with  the  main  emphasis  on  cooked  meat,  prepared  meat  products  such  as  meat  pies, 
pasties,  faggots,  brawn,  sausages,  etc.,  and  a  few  ice-creams  and  milk  products. 

In  total,  3^6  such  samples  have  been  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory. 

Few  complaints  as  regards  foodstuffs  were  received  during  the  year. 

These  related  to  such  items  as  a  screw  embedded  in  a  loaf  of  bread,  a  sliver  of 
glass  in  a  bottle  of  milk,  a  midge  in  a  loaf  of  bread  and  one  case  relating  to  a 
sale  of  mouldy  sausages. 

In  each  case  the  Council  decided  that  a  warning  letter  be  sent  to  the 
retailer  concerned. 

POULTRY  INSPECTION 

Periodic  visits  to  the  three  premises  in  the  District,  have  been 

continued. 


The  operation  of  these  establishments  is  still  only  on  a  part  time  basis 
and  restricted  to  killing  and  plucking  only. 


About 
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About  85,000  birds  were  slaughtered,  and  2,000,  weighing  about  6^,000  lbs 
rejected.  In  addition  84  turkeys  were  slaughtered  and  plucked. 


MILK  /UP  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1959 

A  further  attempt  has  been  made  by  the  owners  of  the  dairy  at  Femdown, 
where  milk  is  pasteurised,  to  provide  themselves  with  a  new  dairy.  This 
(abortive)  effort  was  commenced  after  the  Council  had  agreed  that  proceedings 
be  authorised  in  respect  of  infringements  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act,  1963. 

The  walls  were  erected  and  eventually  roofed  over,  but  little  further 
progress  has  been  made.  In  the  meantime,  the  existing  premises,  apart  from 
minor  technical  matters,  although  suitable  as  a  dairy,  are  quite  inadequate  for 
the  volume  of  milk  which  is  processed  therein.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  no 
progress  appeared  to  have  been  made  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Offices, 
Shops  and  Railway  Premises  legislation,  the  Council  re-affirmed  their  decision 
to  take  legal  proceedings,  in  November. 


CONDEMNED  FOOD 


Fruit  and  Vegetables 
Canned  Meat 
Misc.  Frozen  Food 
Misc.  Tinned  Food 


228  lbs. 
618  lbs. 
617  lbs. 
3,608  lbs. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

An  even  further  increase  in  the  work  undertaken  at  the  Abbattoir  has 
again  been  recorded.  Although,  at  3^,  not  such  an  impressive  figure  as  19 66* s 
15>,  the  increase  has  made  imperative  the  need  for  alteration  and  improvements 
to  the  premises,  so  that  work  may  be  carried  on  under  such  conditions  as  will  • 
allow  of  a  proper  standard  of  hygiene  and  cleanliness  being  maintained. 

Several  meetings  have  taken  place  with  F.M.C.  representatives  and 
invaluable  advice  and  help  has  been  freely  forthcoming  from  the  Meat  Inspection 
Advisory  Department  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

Draft  proposals  have  been  examined  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  an 
acceptable  plan  was  agreed  upon.  The  cost  of  this  reconstruction  is  estimated 
to  be  approaching  a  six  figure  total. 

Co-operation  with  the  local  Public  Health  Laboratory  has  been 
continued  in  the  sampling  of  carcass  meat  for  evidence  of  Salmonella  infection. 
Of  nearly  2,000  specimens,  very  few  have  been  positive  and  confined  to  cows 
purchased  from  wholesale  sources.  This  makes  any  original  identification 
almost  impossible. 

Cl  RC  ASSES 
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CARCASSES  INSPECTED 

Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number 

killed . 

12790 

8541 

1998 

67715 

31390 

Nil 

Number 

inspected  .... 

12790 

8541 

1998 

67715 

31390 

Nil 

All  diseases 

except 

tuberculosis  and 

cvstercerci 


Whole  carcass 

condemned .  4  74  36  179  258  Nil 

Carcass  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned .  4872  6553  11  5916  2*046  Nil 


Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcass 

condemned .  -  1  -  -  1  Nil 

Carcasses  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  .  1  1  -  -  279  Nil 

Total  weight  of  meat 

condemned  -  all  causes . *....321,142  lbs 


C.  BOVIS 

'  A 

Cows  and  Bulls 

Clean  Beef 

All  Cattle 

Kill 

Viable 

Calc 

Total 

Kill 

V iable 

Calc 

Total 

Kill 

V iable 

Calc. 

Total 

January 

843 

2 

2 

1047 

4 

4 

1890 

6 

6 

February 

843 

3 

3 

981 

3 

4 

7 

1824 

3 

7 

10 

March 

858 

2 

2 

1117 

6 

6 

1975 

8 

8 

April 

706 

1 

3 

4 

942 

4 

4 

1648 

1 

7 

8 

May 

737 

5 

5 

868 

2 

4 

6 

1605 

2 

9 

11 

June 

555 

2 

2 

1033 

2 

3 

5 

1588 

2 

5 

7 

July 

461 

2 

2 

1024 

2 

7 

9 

1485 

2 

9 

11 

August 

48O 

2 

2 

1318 

2 

10 

12 

1798 

2 

12 

14 

September  554 

1 

1 

2 

1153 

2 

5 

7 

1707 

3 

6 

9 

October 

864 

4 

4 

1201 

2 

11 

13 

2065 

2 

15 

17 

November 

948 

1 

3 

4 

1113 

1 

6 

7 

2061 

2 

9 

11 

December 

776 

5 

5 

813 

1 

4 

5 

1589 

1 

9 

10 

1967 

8625 

3 

34 

37 

12610 

17 

68 

85 

21235 

20 

102 

122 

2k. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  -  1£60 

ANALYSIS"  OF  PREMISES  tT WHICH  THE'  REGULATIONS'  APPLY 


.  Re^ulatipns^  16.  Re _gulat ion  s 

Applicable.  ConrpjLjr.  Applicable.  Comply.  Total 


Gracers . 

124 

124 

97 

97 

124 

Licensed  Premises . . 

45 

45 

45 

45 

45 

Confectioners . 

39 

39 

23 

23 

39 

Food  Preparation  Premises.... 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

Butchers . . . 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

Bakers . 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Restaurants  and  Cafes . 

21 

21 

17 

17 

21 

Greengrocers . . 

24 

24 

24 

22 

24 

Fishmongers . 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops . 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Dairies . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Wholesalers. . . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

300 

300 

250 

250 

300 

Office sv  Shops.  and  Railway  Premise s_  Actj  l^^ 


This  legislation  is  being  fully  implemented  and  your  Inspectors  are  closely 
watching  developments  which  take  place.  Earlier  reports  have  indicated  the  value 
of  close  scrutiny  of  plans  for  new  premises  and  liaison  is  maintained  with  the 
Building  Inspectors  in  this  direction,  nevertheless,  it  has  been  found  essential 
to  ensure  that  the  requirements  of  the  Act  are  met,  after  the  premises  are  occupied, 
as  the  numbers  and  types  of  employees  can  vary  considerably  from  those  envisaged 
when  plans  were  prepared. 


Fortunately,  there  have  been  remarkably  few  accidents  to  be  investigated. 
Whether  or  not  they  are  being  reported,  as  the  Act  requires,  is  open  to  some  doubt. 
The  cases  of  which  one  reads  in  the  technical  press,  woulc^eem  to  indicate  that 
there  are  in  fact  quite  a  number,  up  and  down  the  country,  that  come  to  light  other 
than  through  being  reported  to  toe  Local  Authority. 


The 
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The  absence  of  accidents  does  not  enable  a  relaxation  of  this  part 
of  the  duties  of  the  Department.  There  appears  to  be  a  continuous 

effort,  particularly  in  some  types  of  premises,  to  utilise  every  available 
square  foot  of  space.  This  tendency  could  lead  to  overcrowding  and  potential 
dangers  for  those  working  in  such  conditions.  In  retail  premises,  the 
storage  space  provided  for  new  lock  up  shops  is  often  too  small  to  enable 
the  handling  of  all  those  types  of  merchandise  which  the  various  advertising 
media  persuade  the  public  to  demand.  On  the  other  hand,  purpose  built 
structures  with  adequate  space,  make  life  much  easier  for  employer,  employee  ai 
public  alike. 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Admini s tr at i on  of,  the 

Factories  Act,  1951 


PARTI  OF  THE  ACT. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises. 

(i) 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 


Inspections 

(3) 


Number  of 

Written 

Notices. 

(4) 


Occupiers 
prosecuted , 

(5) 


(l)  Factories  in  which 
Section  1,2, 3, 4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities .  5  11  - 

(ii factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Sect. 7 
is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority .  104  109  3 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which 
Sect.  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

Excluding  out-workers ’ 

premises) .  -  - 


Total 


109 


120 


3 
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(Cont)  Prescribed  Particulars^  onjbhe  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act. 

-  ~  -  -  -  •  -  196l  —  ~ 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises 
on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two, 
three  or  more  '’cases'*). 


Particulars. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects' 
were  found. 

Found.  Remedied.  To  H.M.  By 

inspector.  H.M.Di. 

(2)  (3)  ~t 5) — ■  nr" 


Number  of_  ca ses_ in  which 
prose  cut  io  ns  were_ 
in stituted. 


Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.l) . .  11  1 

Overcrowding  (S,2).....  -  - 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) .  -  - 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) . 


Inaffective  drainage 

of  floors  (6). .........  “  ■“ 

Sanitary  conveniences. 

(S.7) . . 

(a)  insufficient .  -  -  -  - 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

defective . .  6  6  -  5 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes . .  -  - 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork . 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 

WATER  SAMPLES  -  PRIVATE  SUPPLIES, 


PARISH. 

Aimer . 

Alderholt . 

Corfe  Mullen . 

Hampreston. . . 

Sturminster  Marshall 
Wit champ ton. ........ 

West  Parley . 


Class  !.  _  2.  _ _  _4 » 

1  - 


2 . 
2 

1 

1 

1 

2 


TOTALS. 

1 

2 


2 


1 

1 

1 

2 


PTiBLIC  SUPPLIES. 

P W1ISH  ,  Class  1.  2.  3._  jf.  TOTALS 


Aimer .  - 

Colehill .  2 

Corfe  Mullen .  4-6 

Craribome .  1 

Hampreston .  39 

Sturminster  Marshall. .  3 

Three  Cross .  1 

Verwood .  1 

West  Moors .  45 

Witchampton .  3 


1  1 

-  2 

3  49 

39 

3 

-  1 

45 

3 


The  two  Water  Undertakings  that  supply  the  area  continue  to  afford  an 
adequate  supply  of  potable  water  and  chemical  examinations  indicate  that  it  is  not 
a  "soft”  water  and  there  has  been  no  action  required  as  to  plumbo-solvency. 


Regular  examinations  have  been  maintained  in  Corfe  Mullen  where  contractors 


are  engaged  on  pipe  laying  for  sewers. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 
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Comparatively  few  complaints  have  been  received  in  this  connection 
during  the  year,  as  in  a  number  of  cases,  property  owners  have  co-operated  and 
arranged  for  regular  emptying  of  the  cesspools.  This  has  been  helped  to  no  small 
extent  by  the  policy  of  charging  only  £1  per  load  and  organising  regular 
servicing  to  meet  the  owner/Qocupier ' s  needs. 

The  greater  part  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  cleansing  vehicles  is  in 
the  Parishes  of  Corfe  Mullen,  Verwood,  Alderholt  and  Sturminster  Marshall. 

With  the  completion  of  house  connections,  Corfe  Mullen  will  be  almost 
completely  sewered,  and  it  is  hoped  that  progress  can  continue  to  be  made  in  the 
other  three  parishes  where  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  are  most  urgently 
required. 

The  laying  of  sewers  in  Corfe  Mullen  is  making  slow  progress  and  a 
number  of  house  connections  are  being  completed  concurrently  in  this  Contract. 

Early  acceptance  of  the  approved  tender  for  the  section  of  sewer 
between  West. Moors  and  Three  Cross  will  enable  the  outstanding  parts  of  the 
Council's  programme  to  be  reduced,  albeit  not  at  the  rate  of  the  past  few 
years.  The  overall  position  now  ±c  that  capital  expenditure  in  this 
connection  is  about  £1,700,000,  and  the  number  of  properties  connected 
to  sewers  at  the  end  of  the  year  7,500 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  “,_CLEMSING  _ 

The  ever  increasing  population  of  the  District  has  caused  this  service 
to  be  constantly  extended  in  its  efforts  to  meet  the  needs  of  this  problem. 

The  situation  is  affected  to  a  considerable  degree  by  the  marked 
increase  in  packaging  of  our  normal  domestic  requirements,  which  has  produced 

an  obvious  increase  in  the  bulk  of  the  material  put  out  for  disposal. 

Reference  was  made  in  last  year's  report  to  a  proposal  for  an  examination 
of  this  service,  and  the  uneven  distribution  of  the  new  population  centres 
has  made  a  re-routing  of  some  of  the  rounds  a  matter  of  urgency. 

Close  observation  of  all  the  rounds  was  undertaken  early  in  the  year 
and  a  report  on  the  situation  prepared  for  the  Council. 

Consideration  of  this  report  was  overtaken  by  the  issue  of  the  Working 
Party  report  on  Refuse  Storage  and  Collection,  which  clearly  favoured  the 
provision  of  a  weekly  paper  sack  collection  in  districts  such  as  this.  The 
sub-committee  appointed  by  the  Council,  considered  the  position  very  fully 


and/ 
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after  a  considerable  amount  of  Oiiquiry,  instructed  that  proposals  for  a 
reconstruction  of  the  service  on  these  lines,  should  be  prepared. 

This  report  was  presented  to  the  (buncil  who,  before  making  a 
decision,  required  that  it  be  circulated  to  Parish  Councils  and  Ratepayers' 
Associations  for  their  comments  and  in  order  to  obtain  a  fairly  wide  consensus 
of  opinion.  The  majority  of  Parish  Ghuncils  supported  the  proposals,  but  the 
Ratepayers'  Associations  were  divided  in  their  views. 

The  impact  of  the  financial  crisis  inevitably  necessitated  the 
Council  reconsidering  these  desirable  improvements  to  this  service  and 
eventually  it  was  decided  to  defer  the  commencement  until  April,  1969*  In 
the  meantime,  preparatory  work  will  be  continued,  in  particular  as  regards 
the  proposed  "incentive  bonus  scheme"  for  the  men.  This  will  be  submitted  to 
the  Prices  and  Incomes  Board  for  approval  as  soon  as  possible. 

In  November,  a  small  special  purpose  vehicle  was  delivered  and  it  was 
then  possible  to  commence  a  special  collection  service  for  traders  and 
businesses  in  the  area.  This  more  frequent  collection  has  been  welcomed  and 
the  participants  appear  to  consider  it  well  worth  the  extra  charge  that  is 
made  for  the  service,  so  much  so,  that  in  1968  it  will  be  virtually  self- 
supporting. 

Facilities  have  been  made  available,  as  required  by  the  Civic  Amenities 
Act  of  1967,  and  action  also  taken  to  remove  abandoned  vehicles. 

For  the  conscientious  householder  the  facilities  available  provide 
little  more  than  before.  The  burden  of  any  expense  is  now  placed  on 
ratepayers  to  provide  for  Clearing  and  accepting  all  the  refuse  and  debris 
arising  from  the  operations  of  layabouts  who  are  unwilling  to  take  their 
rubbish  to  an  approved  tip.  Alternatively,  if  it  is  trade  refuse,  they  take 
the  opportunity  of  placing  it  on  the  tip  when  the  staff  have  left,  or  on  a 
roadside  waste,  so  as  to  avoid  payment  of  even  a  nominal  charge  for  disposal. 

The  tracing  of  owners  of  abandoned  vehicles  is  usually  a  fruitless 
and  time  consuming  job.  When  the  address  of  the  last  owner  is  available,  it  is 
not  unusual  for  letters  to  his  address  to  be  returned  marked  "gone  away,  . 
new  address  not  known". 


CLEANSING 

The  continued  progress  of  the  work  of  connecting  properties  to  sewers 
has  had  little  impact  on  the  work  undertaken  by  the  cleansing  vehicles. 
Compared  with  200  contracts  for  regular  emptyings  in  1966,  there  were  187 
in  operation  in  1967.  The  fact  that  about  1,800  properties  were  added 
to  the  sewer  system  has,  therefore,  almost  been  unnoticed.  The  problems 
of  long  hauls  are,  however,  always  with  us,  as  the  sub-contractors  display 
a  marked  preference  for  work  where  the  distance  to  be  travelled  is 
relatively  short. 


The 


CLEANSING-  -  Contd 


The  modification  carried  out  at  Palmers  Ford  treatment  works  appear  to  be 
satisfactory  and  quite  able  to  deal  with  the  discharge  from  one  or  more 
vehicles  in  quick  time. 

In  the  light  of  the  additional  work  undertaken  by  the  1,000  gallon  tanker 
purchased  last  year,  it  was  decided  to  replace  one  of  the  existing  vehicles  by 
one  with  a  1,200  gallon  capacity  tank.  The  massive  cesspools  that  now  h„ ve  to 
be  provided,  make  it  expedient  to  provide  such  vehicles  with  larger  carrying 
capacity. 


NOISE  AMTEMENT 

The  number  of  industrial  premises  in  this  Rural  District  is,  at  present, 
comparatively  smalh.  Accordingly,  there  arise  correspondingly  few  complaints 
as  to  noise  from  such  premises. 

In  the  main,  the  offenders  are .installations  which  have  been  provided  for  the 
ventilation  of  large  poultry  houses.  Premises  such  as  these,  in  relatively 
quiet  country  areas,  give  rise  at  times  to  noise,  which  although  at  a  low  level 
by  national  standards,  is  intrusive  to  those  households  that  have  never  before 
experienced  it.  It  has  generally  been  found  possible  to  improve  matters 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  Owners  of  the  premises. 

Complaints  were  received  as  to  the  noise  of  shot-blasting  equipment 
newly  installed  in  a  factory.  The  machinery  was  subsequently  moved  into 
another  building  and  surrounded  with  block  walls.  This  reduced  the  noise 
level  considerably,  and  eliminated • the  complaints. 

The  Council,  having  regard  to  the  increasing  numbers  of  problems  arising 
from  noise,  agreed  to  one  Officer  of  the  department  attending  a  full-week  course 
at  Southampton  University  on  this  subject. 


32. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


The  calls  for  assistance  on  dealing  with  pest  infestations  have 
continued,  although  at  not  such  a  level  as  in  1966,  and  the  Rodent 
Operator  has  been  able  to  deal  effectively  with  the  great  majority  of 
requests.  Such  part  time  help  as  has  been  available  has  enabled  him 
to  leave  out  the  follow-up  visits  which,  whilst  absolutely  necessary, 
are  time  consuming.  Although  authority  has  been  given  for  the 
employment  of  regular  part-time  help  our  efforts  to  obtain  a  suitable  man 
have,  so  far,  been  unsuccessful. 


Ncn- 

A^ricultural.  Agricpltural 


Number  of  properties  in 

District. . . 

12,  226 

332 

(a) 

Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 

Inspected  following 
notification . 

659 

180 

(b) 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats.. . . 

473 

128 

(ii)Mice#. . . 

58 

6 

(a) 

Total  number  of  properties  Inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons 
other  than  notifications. . 

68 

5 

(b) 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats. . 

42 

2 

(ii)Mice. . . . 

16 

- 

yi 


/ 


